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Research Competence Courses Concept
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3. ANLULAUNHUSHL GeGsurnuwLere

Uwulwaghunwlwl hGunwagnunwlwl nwupbpwgltpp.
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hGunwagnunwlwl puunhpubp W hwpgbp allwybpwbine
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1. RATIONALE

At Yerevan Haybusak University (YHU),
students’ research competences are
developed continuously and step by step, so
that they are formed, developed, and
deepened consistently across the stages of
the study programme.

In Year 1, the university-wide Foundations of
Research course gives students basic
knowledge and skills in formulating a research
problem, finding and critically evaluating
information, using scholarly sources,
collecting and initially processing data, and
presenting results.

However, general research preparation is not
enough for research in a professional field.
Each field has its own research features,
methodological approaches, data sources,
methods, and ethical requirements.

In Year 2, therefore, YHU introduces
compulsory discipline-specific research
courses whose content matches the students’
specialization and whose structure and
intended learning outcomes ensure coherent,
continuous research education.

The Concept is based on ESG 2015 (1.2, 1.3,
1.9), the first-cycle descriptors of the
Qualifications Framework of the EHEA, the
ECTS Users’ Guide (2015), the YHU Code of
Ethics (R21), and the YHU assessment
regulations (R45). It complements the YHU
Research-Based Learning Concept (Rnn).

2. AIM

The Concept aims to ensure that students’
research competences develop continuously
and step by step, from general preparation to
the ability to plan, conduct, analyse, critically
evaluate, and present research in their field.

3. CONTENT FOCUS

The discipline-specific research courses:
e develop students’ research thinking in
their discipline
¢ build the ability to turn professional
problems into research problems and
questions
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hudpwjhU wnwownpwuglbp:

develop skills in searching for, selecting,
evaluating, and critically analysing
scholarly and professional literature
build the ability to choose and apply a
methodology and methods suited to the
aim of the research

develop skills in collecting, processing,
analysing, and interpreting data
introduce the quantitative and qualitative
approaches and the data collection
methods and tools used in the field
develop research design skills, including
formulating the aim, objectives,
guestions, and, where relevant, a
hypothesis

build a culture of academic integrity,
research ethics, and proper referencing
develop the ability to present results in
writing, orally, and in digital form

build the ability to identify the limitations
of research and evaluate results critically
prepare students for independent
research.

4. COURSE MODEL

In Year 2, each specialization has a
compulsory research course with a title and
content suited to the field, for example
Medical Research Methodology, Psychological
Research Methods, or Economic Research
Methodology.

Adapted to the field, the course content
covers:

the features and scope of research in the
field

choosing and justifying a topic and
problem

formulating the aim, objectives,
questions, and, where relevant, a
hypothesis

finding, selecting, evaluating, and using
literature and scholarly sources

research design and the choice of
methodology and methods

the features of quantitative and
qualitative approaches

data collection methods and tools suited
to the field

collecting, processing, and analysing data,
and interpreting results

applying research ethics and academic
integrity

identifying limitations and evaluating
results critically

presenting results and scholarly
communication.

The course combines theory and practice:
case analysis, problem solving, critical reading
of research articles, applying methods and
tools, and individual and group tasks.
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The core of the course is a small-scale
research project in which students go through
the main stages of research, from choosing a
topic to presenting results. A project involving
human participants, their personal data, or
animals begins only after Ethics Committee
approval (R21, R22).

The study programme and course syllabus set
the course’s ECTS credits, workload, teaching
methods, and assessment conditions.
Assessment addresses achievement of the
intended outcomes, considering how the
project was carried out and how results are
justified, presented, and critically evaluated.

5. PARTICIPANTS
The main participants are:

* Year 2 students

e teachers of the specialist Chairs

¢ research methodology specialists

e supervisors and mentors

* YHU subdivisions.

Specialist Chairs, methodology specialists, and
the relevant units jointly develop and deliver
the courses so disciplinary content and
research methodology are connected.

6. QUALITY ASSURANCE

Course syllabi are developed jointly by
specialist Chairs and methodology specialists
and approved under YHU'’s established
procedure (ESG 1.2).

Student achievement, difficulties, and course
effectiveness are reviewed regularly, drawing
on student feedback, teachers’ observations,
and data on the achievement of intended
outcomes (ESG 1.9).

Where needed, course content, methods, and
assessment tools are revised in line with
changes in programmes and fields.

7. INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

On completing the course, students can:

¢ identify and formulate a research problem
in their field

¢ formulate the aim and questions of a
study and, where relevant, a hypothesis

¢ find, select, evaluate, and use scholarly
sources in the field

¢ choose a methodology and methods
suited to the aim of the research

¢ develop the structure and work plan of a
small-scale research project

¢ apply data collection methods and tools
suited to the field

e collect, process, analyse, and interpret
research data

¢ observe academic integrity and research
ethics

¢ identify the main limitations of their
research

e critically evaluate the reliability,
significance, and applicability of results
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e present and interpret results with
justification
e carry out small-scale research.
The outcomes are consistent with the first-
cycle descriptors of the EHEA Qualifications
Framework and are stated in the syllabus,
aligned with the assessment methods.

8. CONTINUOUS DEVELOPMENT MODEL
The Concept rests on a four-stage model of
research competence (Table 1). The Year 2
discipline-specific research course links
general research literacy in Year 1 with later
research in the field.

9. EXPECTED RESULTS

Implementing the Concept will help build a

coherent, continuous research education at

YHU that suits each field, in particular by:

¢ developing students’ research
competences gradually and systematically

e strengthening the link between general
research preparation and professional
education

¢ developing independent research skills

e strengthening research-based learning

¢ raising the quality of course papers,
research papers, and final theses

* increasing students’ involvement in YHU
research

¢ linking student research with YHU’s
research priorities

e supporting the sustained growth of a
research culture at YHU.

10. FINAL PROVISIONS

The Concept sets the aims, content,
organizing principles, and developmental logic
of the discipline-specific research courses.

It is implemented through study programmes,
course syllabi, methodological documents,
and YHU regulations, with the cooperation of
Chairs, teachers, and units. The Concept is
reviewed at least every three years.

Unyneuwly 1. 3Gnwgnunwwl Yndwybinbughwlbph qupqugdwl thniippe Table 1. Stages of research competence development

UnLpu e Year  ®ni| e Stage Pnjwlnwynipnil e Focus
| «bdwlwp hEnwgnunwywl Cunhwuntp hEunwagnunwlywl gpwaghunniejwl W hGurwgnunnuzjwl
gpwaghwnniencu hhuniupubph jnLpwgnid («3Gnwgnunniejwl hhdntugubn»)

“Know”: research literacy Mastering general research literacy and the foundations of research (Foundations of
Research)

NnpwnhU hwdwwwwunwupuwl Utennutph W gnpdheputph Yhpwnned,
thnppwdwdw Jwulwghunwlwl hGunwgnunneni

Applying field-specific methods and tools; a small-scale research project in the field

Il «Yhpwnbp” Jwulwaghwnwlwl
dGennutn W gnpdheltn
“Apply”: methods and tools

1l «Lwhuwabnub W Ubthwlwl ptdwutph wnwownpnud, bwhiwagdtph wwlbwynpned W
hpwywluwgub» hpwlwuwgnud” JGuenph wowlgnieywdp
“Initiate and conduct” Proposing own topics; planning and conducting projects with a mentor’s support
v «Uinbndb L ubpywywgutp» Udpnnowlwl hGunwgnunwwl Yuwd wjwpunwywl wphuwnwlg,

“Create and present” wpnynituplbph JEpinwdnendy, quwhwwnnud W UEpywjwgnid

A full research or final thesis; analysing, evaluating, and presenting results
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