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1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

This Concept sets the aim, principles,
implementation lines, and organizational
arrangements for introducing research-based
learning (RBL) at Yerevan Haybusak University
(YHU). It aims to link research systematically
with learning to raise the quality of education
and develop a research culture.

RBL is an approach to teaching and learning in
which students take an active part in
formulating research questions, finding and
evaluating information, collecting and analysing
data, and interpreting and presenting results.

The Concept applies to YHU study programmes,
taking account of each field and ensuring that
research competences develop step by step
across the programme.

The Concept is based on ESG 2015 (1.2, 1.3,
1.5), the EHEA Qualifications Framework, the
YHU Code of Ethics (R21), and the YHU
assessment regulations (R45).

2. AIM

The Concept aims to create an academic
environment in which learning systematically
includes research components and methods,
developing students’ critical and analytical
thinking, independent research, scholarly
communication, and capacity for innovation.
To that end, YHU will:
¢ build research components systematically
into study programmes
¢ develop students’ research competences,
from general research literacy to discipline-
specific and independent research
¢ develop teachers’ capacity for research-led
teaching and research mentoring
¢ strengthen the link between teaching and
research
¢ ensure that academic integrity and research
ethics are applied
e encourage interdisciplinary cooperation and
innovative approaches to learning through
research.

3. PRINCIPLES

RBL rests on the following principles:
¢ Student-centredness: students are active
participants in learning and gradually take
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on more responsibility for research (ESG
1.3)

¢ Evidence base: learning rests on current
scientific knowledge, sound sources, and
appropriate methodology

e System and continuity: research skills
develop across the programme in a
sequenced, connected way

¢ Disciplinary fit: research tasks, methods,
and tools match the field

¢ Theory—practice link: knowledge is applied
through practical tasks, projects, and
research work

¢ Academic integrity and research ethics:
research follows the requirements of
academic integrity, proper referencing, and
professional ethics

¢ Interdisciplinary cooperation: cooperation
across disciplines and fields is encouraged.

4. LINK WITH THE RESEARCH COMPETENCE
COURSES CONCEPT

RBL is systematically linked to the continuous
model set by the Research Competence
Courses Concept (Rnn), so it is not a separate or
one-off method but the educational basis of the
student’s overall development as a researcher.

The link follows this sequence:

¢ Year 1, “Know”: the Foundations of
Research course builds general research
literacy

e Year 2, “Apply”: discipline-specific research
courses apply general knowledge and skills
in the field

¢ Year 3, “Initiate and conduct”: students
take on more independent research tasks
and develop their own topics and projects
with support from a teacher or mentor

¢ Year 4, “Create and present”: students
apply their competences in a research or
final thesis and present the results.

RBL and the discipline-specific research courses
complement each other: RBL sets the general
approach to organizing learning through
research, and the courses are the specific
mechanism for building discipline-specific
research skills.

5. LINES OF IMPLEMENTATION

Research components in programmes. When
programmes are reviewed, research tasks,
projects, work with data, critical reading of
literature, and presentation of results are
aligned with the intended learning outcomes
(ESG 1.2).

Research-based teaching methods. Depending
on their aims and field, courses use research
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guestions, problem solving, case analysis,
critical study of sources, and research projects.

Discipline-specific research courses. In Year 2,
discipline-specific research courses are
delivered in accordance with the Research
Competence Courses Concept (Rnn).

Teacher development. Training and
methodological support are provided in
research-based teaching, task design,
supervising student research, and research
mentoring (ESG 1.5).

Student research. Students are encouraged to
take part in research projects, conferences,
competitions, and other YHU research activity.

Academic integrity and research ethics. RBL
work meets the requirements of academic
integrity and research ethics. Student research
involving human participants, their personal
data, or animals begins only after Ethics
Committee approval (R21, R22).

Cooperation. Cooperation between fields,
Chairs, research units, and external partners is
encouraged.

6. ORGANIZATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Concept is implemented within YHU'’s
existing governance and academic structures.
The main participants are:

e YHU'’s leadership and the relevant Vice-

Rector

¢ the Research Resource Centre (RRC)

e specialist Chairs and their teachers

¢ research methodology specialists

e supervisors and mentors

e students.
The RRC provides methodological support,
organizes events, and coordinates the
introduction of RBL. Chairs ensure that research
components fit the discipline, and teachers and
mentors guide students’ research.

Where needed, methodological guidelines,
model course requirements, and assessment
criteria are developed.

7. LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT

Assessment in RBL reflects not only theoretical
knowledge but its application in research.
Course syllabi set the forms and criteria of
assessment based on learning outcomes and in
line with the YHU assessment regulations (R45).

Assessment may include:

e formulating a research question or problem

e searching for and critically analysing
literature

e justifying the choice of methodology

e practical tasks in collecting, processing, and
analysing data

e asmall-scale research project

e written, oral, or digital presentation.
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Assessment criteria are clear, transparent, and
as measurable as possible. Where needed, a
common assessment rubric is used.

8. MONITORING AND REVIEW

Implementation is monitored and evaluated

regularly. The main indicators are:

¢ the number of revised modules and courses

e the share of courses with a research
component

e the number or share of teachers and
students involved

¢ the number of student research projects
completed

e growth in presentations and publications of
student research

e student satisfaction

¢ the number of training and methodological
support events for teachers.

Monitoring results are used to improve RBL, the

research components of programmes and

courses, and methodological support (ESG 1.9).

The Concept is reviewed at least every three
years, taking account of YHU'’s strategic
priorities and developments in its programmes
and research.

9. EXPECTED RESULTS

Implementing the Concept will:

¢ develop students’ research competences
gradually and systematically

e strengthen the link between learning and
research

e develop students’ critical and analytical
thinking

e develop independent research and
scholarly communication skills

¢ raise the quality of research papers, course
papers, and final theses

¢ increase students’ involvement in YHU
research

¢ develop teachers’ research-based teaching
and mentoring skills

e support the sustained growth of a research
culture at YHU.

10. FINAL PROVISIONS

At YHU, RBL is a joint development direction for
teaching and research that introduces research
into learning step by step and links it to the
development of students’ research
competences.

The Concept is implemented through study
programmes, course syllabi, methodological
guidelines, and other YHU internal regulations,
in cooperation with the relevant units.
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